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ADVICE 



TO THE 



BOOKSELLERS, PERFUMERS, &c. 

RELATIVE TO THE 

MEDICINE TAX, 



Gentlemen, 

AS the time will foon commence for you to 
renew your annual iicenfe for the difpenfing 
of medicines, it is neceffary to take a critical re- 
view of the medicine aft as it now (lands, and the 
mode of enforcing it by the commiflioners of the 
ftamps, and we may hope if the a(S; of parliament 
is found defedive, partial, opprelBve, or abufed 
by any party, the legiQature will remedy the evil 
you hint at, with that readinefs and attention 
which charaderifes a Britifh parliament. 

In purfuing our enquiries relative to the medi- 
cine ad, I fcruple not to declare that you have 

B more. 
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more re^foii to blaine yourfelves for any tempo- 
rary fufferings and inconveniences you experience, 
by your timid compliance to a hafty mifconftru£lion 
of the a(5l,— than thofe perfons to whom the power 
of enforcing the ad of parliament was delegated. 

The medicine a6b is an a(5l of parliament for 
laying a duty on -patent medicinesj vended through- 
out Great Britain; and thcfe paieint medicines on- 
ly are the chief obje6l of this acl of parliament. 
This pofition we will confider with attention, be- 
caufe it is an opinion I imbibed on my firft read- 
ing of the aft, and in feveral publications ad- 
drefled to you in the news papers before the com- 
mencement of the ad, ftrenuouHy maintained the 
affertion, encouraged by this maxim, that every 
new ad of parliament of Great Britain has for its 
bafis to ad on prudential neceflltyj didated by 
reafon and guided by juftice 

You may remember laft year 1783, at the lattef 
end of the feffions, when the minifter was obliged 
by his ftation in government to open his budget 
for raifing fupplies to fupport the credit of the na- 
tion, he had but recently received a flattering 
propofal, whereby a large fum of money might 
be obtained by taxing certain medicines, diftin- 
guifhed by the appellation of quack medicines ; and 
obferved. That as thefe medicines had done much harm 
to the community it was fair game to tax them. At the. 
fame tim.e Lord John Cavendifli declared he did 
not underftand the nature of fuch a propofitioDa 
whereby to form proper diftinguifhments of me- 
dicinal articles, or how to frame an ad to enforce 
the duty. The thought and the propofal met with 
alaughable reception in theHoufe of Commons j 
and as no infringement of the liberties of the 
people, or the prefs, was underilood, the London 
news papers teemed with farcafm which the wits of 

the 
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the age thought fit to difplay on the foppofed re- 
formation or perfecution of the order of quacks. 

Perfons who fuppofed themfelves the objedls 
aimed at by the medicine ad, were much biaffed 
by the conftrufVion the London printers and ge- 
neral report had given to the ad, fo that neither 
thofe perfons of the regular faculty, or the ven- 
ders of medicines, gave themfelves the trouble to 
read and confider the a6t of parliament, as print- 
ed, with that attention the neceffity of the occa- 
flon merited. Hence the ftrange confufion, mif- 
conftrudion, and repeated murmurs arofe, not to 
fay even violation of the ad of parliament. Gen- 
tlemen, explore the medicine ad of parliament, 
the only criterion you have to go by. Diveft your- 
felves of thofe prejudiced ideas relative to the ad, 
not prefuming to know more the intention of the 
ad, than the faid ad, by exprefs words, does ex<p 
ad of each party to conform thereunto j and you 
will find this ad of parliament fo much complain- 
ed of for its ambiguity, is clearly exprefled, and 
the purport ihercpf, is to lay an impoft on patent 
medicines. 

That patent medicines {hould of all other me- 
dicines be firft noticed by government, is a cir- 
cumftance remarkable, and in fome meafure de- 
ferves the ftigma. Which of you in the fecret, 
does not know in what manner, and how eafily a 
patent is obtained for a medicine even the moft 
frivolous one ? Pay but the fees and the ceremo- 
ny is foon got over ; then the news papers trum- 
pet forth the approach of the new-fangled mendi- 
cant for public favor, adorned with its gilded title* 
The people, ftrangers to the ways of courtly 
forms, read by his Majefiy's Royal Letters Pa- 
tent, and form a conclufion which anfwers the 
(bhemer*s end ; hut by no means praves the good- 
B 2 ncfs, 
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nefs, or the fuperiority of the noftrum. It Is no 
wonder then, this bubble has proved a ftumbling 
block to the minifter, (if he meant to reap any- 
great harveft from patent medicines) as this cir^ 
cumftance had often deceived the juft expedation 
of the afflifted invalid.* 

To refume our argument, to prove this medicine 
a6V, is chiefly confined to the vending of patent 
medicines, read the exceptions in the aft. By this 
touchftone we are tried, cleared, or condemned to 
compliance. Infpeft the following abftraft from 
the a£t, which may enable you to form your judges 
ment. 

'An aB for granting to kis Majefiy a Jlamp duty on U-. 
cences to be taken out hy certain perfons uttering or 
vending medicines and certain Jiamp- duties on ail 
•medicines fold under fuch licences, or under the aU' 
thority of his Majefiy' s Letters Patent. 

And he it enaSfed, That from and after thefirfi day 
cf September^ one thoufand feven hundred and eighty- 
three, there ' fhall he charged, levied, and paid unto and 
for the ufe of his Majefiy, his heirs and fucceffors, the 
federal rates and duties following that is to fay, all 
perfons {^except fuch as have ferved a regular appren- 
iicefhip to any furgeon, apothecary, druggiji, or chymifi, 
or fuch as fhall have kept a f) op for the fpace of three 
years before the paffmg of this aB, for the vending 
cf drugs or medicines only, not being drugs or medicines 
fold hy virtue of his Majeflfs letters patent) uttering or 
vending medicines in Great Britain, fhall annually take 
cut a licence for that purpofe, in manner herein after 
prefcribed : 

And 

* Patents for any invention in the artifls trad, have a fair 
fubftantial ground to purcliafe this mark of royal favor ; but 
in fcience, particularly in the phyfical line, there is too much 
svafion of the general agrsement between the parties. Nor 
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^Ani when the perfons fo uttering or vending drugs 
cr medicines, pall rejide within the cities of London 
and Weftminfter, or within the dijiance of the penny 
poft, on e'very fuch licence there Jhall be charged a 
Jfamp duty of twenty Jhillings : 

And where the perfons uttering cr vending drugs or 
medicines Jhall rejide in any other part of Great Eri' 
tain, there Jhall be charged on every fuch licence a 
^amp-duty of five Jhillings. 

Upon every box, packet, bottle, or phial, or other 
inclofure, of any medicine under the price or value of 
two fhiliings and Jixpence, which Jhall be uttered, vend- 
ed, or fold, by any perfon or perfons taking out fuch 
licences, or by any perfon or perfons under the authority 
of his Majejlfs letters patent, there Jhall be charged a 
fiamp duty of three-pence : 

Upon every box, packet, bottle or phial, or other 
inclofure, of any medicine of the price or value of 
two fhiliings and fixpence, and under the price or VU' 
iue of five Jhillings, which JJjall he uttered, vended, or 
fold by any perfon or perfons taking out fuch licences, 
or by any perfon or perfons under the authority of 
his Majejifs letters patent, there Jhall he charged a 
fiamp duty of Jiscpence, 

■' ' Upon every box, packet, bottle, or phial, or other 
inclofure, of any medicine of the price or value of five 
fiillings and upwards, which fhall be uttered, vended, 
cr fold, by perfons taking out fuch licences, or by 
any perfons under the authority of his Majejlfs letters 
patent, there fjoall be charged a Jt amp -duty of one 
pilling. 

And 

can it be reconciled, that any perfon would give in the true 
prefcription into the roll's office, wheii any perfon may perufe 
It for half a crown and adopt the fame medicine under his 
own name ; and it is no unufnal mode with the proprietor or 
proprietors, to obtain a patent for a new named medicine, 
before any general fpecific conclufion can be formed by ex- 
perience." 
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'^Ani he it further enaEfed^ 'That nothing herein 
contained Jhall extend to any per Jon or perfons vending 
any drugs or medicines^ who Jhall have ferved as a 
Surgeon in the navy or army, under any commijjion or 
appointment, where the fame fhall have hen duly en- 
tered at the war office or navy office. 

You may perceive, Gentlemen, by the excep- 
tion parliament has made in favor of furgeons, 
apothecaries, druggifts, &c. regular bred, or of 
three years Handing, are excufed the penalties of 
the a<5l, but it is conditional, that they have vended 
drugs or medicines only, not being drugs or me- 
dicines fold by virtue of his Majefty's letters pa-r 
tent. Here is a clear diftinguifhing line drawn, what 
medicines parliament meant to tax, viz. medicines 
by letters patent ; therefore no perfon by this aft 
(except army and navy furgeons) may fell any pa- 
tent medicine duty free, or pleads an exemption 
from the licence, confequently the ftamps, on his 
being regular bred, or keeping a fhop for three 
years. His prevalent plea for excufe muft be by 
this a6t founded on this principle, that he has not 
'vended a patent medicine. As a proof, I will enter 
into the mode of enforcing the a6t, and the gene- 
ral ideas that arofe on the occafion, with the differ- 
ent interpretations conftrued by the feveral per- 
fons interefted in the receipt of the revenue. 

That the exception in the ad relative to the re- 
gulars was fuch an exception, that very few of 
them, comparitively fpeaking, could plead as a 
fubftantial argument for remifTion, as they were 
confcious of having fold a patent medicine which 
involved them in the general group of the offen-. 
ders of this medicine ad, was a point univerfally 
allowed. Therefore, every chymift, apothecary, 
^ruggift, &c. who had vended a patent medicine, 
was by this ad condemned to take out a licence, 
and fell no medicine or drugs but with a ftamp 5 
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this would include all their fhop' medicines, even 
thole made up by the phyficians prefcription on 
emergent cafes. Sach was the opinion of the late 
attorney general, Counfellor Wallace ; fuch like- 
wife was the opinion of many eminent fages of the 
law, who were confulted on the occafion by per- 
fons in the medical line, that the a£t was pointed 
and full relative to the vending of patent medicines. 
.What was to be done in this cafe ? Mr. Grenough, 
an eminent apothecary, and Meffrs. Wilfons, whole- 
fale and retail chymifts, in London, had purchafed 
letters patent for a medicine each had in their pof- 
feflion unexpired. On application at the office, 
did the Commiffioners infift on theirjtaking out a 
licence ? No we will excufeyou, firs, the licence, 
becaufe it involves your whole bufinefs under the 
neceflity of ufing ftamps to each article of your 
trade, but to your patent medicines you mufl: put 
a ftamp. On this ground then, Meffrs. Dicey, 
and Meffrs. Wrays, of London, who for many 
years had been in the chymift and drug line, deal- 
ing in general very extenfive at home and abroad 
in medicines, claimed the like indulgence of the 
exemption of the licence from the Commiffioners ; 
No, Gentlemen, you have fold a patent medicine, 
and therefore the aft enjoins you to a licence ; be- 
fides, thofe medicines which you fell, fuch as 
Daffy's Elixir, Scot's Pills, &c. are the medicines 
government meant to tax. But in reply to the 
Commiffioners j Sir, if thefe very medicines to 
the regulars are allowed to be no more than drugs 
or medicines only, free of taxation, why then 
not fo to another chymift, &c. ? And if you only 
condemn us by having fold a patent medicine, 
how in the name of all juftice do you. Gentlemen, 
undertake to frame an excufe for perfons not hav- 
ing a licence who has actually a patent medicine 

in 
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in their poffeflion ? Does the a6t make the differ- 
ence, or contain fuch language ? In this in- 
flance the Commiffioners perfuaded, and rather 
infifted on Meffrs. Dicey, and Meffrs. Wrays, to 
take out a licence on the fole ground of having 
fold a patent medicine •, and they, owing to the 
time being elapfed within a day or two of the com- 
mencement of the ad, and the terror of the law 
genteelly hinted at, and *the various perplexing 
opinions of the different counfellors, diftraded thefc 
gentlemen, and they facrificed their own and friends 
judgment to the dictates of prudential fears, and 
fold their articles with a ftamp, whilft every petty 
fhopkeeper in the chymift or druggift line of three 
years fianding, fold, and continue to fell, all the 
fame medicinal articles, patent medicines excepted, 
-without licence or ftamps. Strange do6trine ! It was 
ufed as an argument in feveral private converfa" 
tions of applying to h^s Majefty for redrefs. The 
reply was, that he could not alter or fufpend 
the adl at prefent : Was it ever known in our 
memory for his Majefty to wave the operation of 
an aft of parliament, unlefs emergent reafons of 
the ftate demand it ? And do the Commiffioners 
modify an ad of parliament, and excufe this per- 
fon or that perfon ? I do allow there was reafon 
in one inftance of foftening the execution of the 
a6t, but had they power to do fo ? tell me in 
what part of the adt it ftands recorded j nor can 
I find any reafon for refufing others equally in- 
titled to the fame indulgence by the ad, but 
one reafon, and that was on their own fide, viz. 
they were willing the tax fhould bring in fome 
money to the Treafury, rather than not fhew their 
defire to promote the intereft of their employers, 
or that any negligence ihould be imputed to them ; 
but why not ad in a noble becoming manner fuit* 
able to their honourable ftation, and fairly ftate 

the 
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the cafe to his moft gracious Majefty in council, 
that if the adt did require more than the profecu- 
tion of patent medicines, they could not enforce it 
but by oppreflion or partiality, and a more favour- 
able conclufion would have been announced by 
authority to the public, and ro thofe perfons who 
were immediately interefted therein. I knew an 
inflance not long ago. A complaint was made to 
his Majefty, or rather hinted to him, fuch was his 
gracious attention, that a bill was brought in foon 
after to redrefs the grievance. 

To proceed. Meffrs. Wrays, on due refleftion 
on the impropriety of his felling with ftamps, and 
his neighbours excufed by the difcretional indul- 
gence of the Commifiioners, difcontinued felling 
medicines with ftamps alfo ; and, by his own defire, 
a friendly aftion was commenced to try the powers 
of the aft, confequently the powers of the honour- 
able Board of Commiffioners, at the fame time 
avoided felling any patent medicine. The fuit 
was carried on, and a day named to try the illbe •, 
but, as I have been informed, the Commiffioners 
have withheld the trial. To illuftrate another prin- 
cipal point in difpute, which demands your atten- 
tion, viz, the word only, printed in the exception 
of the act, 12th hne, laft word, page 1340 of the 
ad of parliament, or page 6 of this trad. This 
word lay dormant in the former difputes, and was 
clearly underftood to be cxpreffive, and diftin- 
guilhed the different forts of medicines taxable by 
this medicine ad : for where the aft does exprefs 
and exempt a perfon who has kept a Ihop for three 
years for the vending of drugs or medicines only, 
the following words do further explain what it 
doth allude to, viz, not being drugs or medicines 
fold by virtue of his Majefty's letters patent. 

The Commiffioners, and their folicitor, infift, 
the word only has a reference to printers, book- 
C fellers. 
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ellers, perfumers, &c. who do not deal in drugs 
or medicines only, but in other articles, as books, 
perfumery, &:c. Here I differed from their opi- 
nion, and ftated my reafons, and infift, that, 
agreeable to the aft, and mode of conftruftion of 
the ad:, even by the CommifTioners, it is not fo. 
Every bookfeller, &c. who has kept a fhop for 
three years, and with other articles in their line 
dealt in drugs or medicines enly, not being (as the 
aft exprefles) drugs or medicines by virtue of his 
Majefty's letters patent, ftand excufed by the me- 
dicine a£l. It is a melancholy circumftance when 
a£ts of parliament, which fhould be clearly ex- 
prefled for our dire6tion, fhould be fo worded as 
to leave room for doubt, the foundation of law 
fuits. In the prcfent inftance we hear the re- 
peated founds at the Stamp-Office, it means fa 
and fo, you are to underftand it fo and fo. 
Heavens ! is a Britifli a6t of parliament to be thus 
iwifted at pleafure to force a meaning ? And 
"what to do ? To extort a few pence perhaps froqj 
a poor diftrefifed family, diftrafted by difeafe, or 
racked with pain. With what juftice this a(5t has 
been enforced, let us further examine. 

The Commiffioners plea for making the book- 
fellers fubfervient to the tax is, not their having 
fold a patent medicine, that does not fignify j 
you have not dealt in drugs or medicines only, 
but books, &c. which renders you liable to the 
penalties of the aft ; therefore you muft take out 
a licence, and fell no medicine of any fort but 
with a ftamp. In reply. Sirs, does the aft affeft 
druggifts, chymifts, &c. although they fhould 
not have fold drugs or medicines only, but 
other articles foreign to the medical line ? Q, the 
aft excufes them, and the word only does not fig- 
nify in that cafe, and they may continue to fell all 
the noftrums as ufual, duty fr«e, except patent 

mcdi- 
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medicines, as Scot's Pills, DafFy^s Elixir, God- 
frey's Cordial, and fifty more of the fame fort. 
How abfurd the conclufion, to imagine that go- 
vernment Ihould lay a tax on certain medicines, 
and yet permit every other fhopkeeper to vend 
thefe identical articles fcot free ! 

Again ; fuppofing a perfon, either regular bred, 
or kept a fhop for three years, and is fo fituated 
in the country, a very common inffance to be met 
with, that he finds his bufmefs too fmall to main- 
tain himfelf in the medical apothecary line of dif^ 
penfing drugs and medicines made up in the dif- 
penfatory form, fhould he on the other fide of his 
ihop, whether from matrimonial connexion or pru- 
dential neceflity, vend drapery or ftationary wares, 
is fuch a perfon, on application to the Commif- 
fioners, to take out a licence and fell his medicines 
with a ftamp ? No ! the ad does not mean you, 
you are excufed ; but if you fell a patent medicine, 
a ftamp muft go along with it. 

Another cafe : Every druggift, or druggift and 
grocer, which may be jultly included in one 
ptle, in the country, they frequently vend a va- 
riety of articles that may not ftridly come under 
the nominal title of drugs, yet thefe are excufed 
by the ajft and by the CommilTioners, and can fell 
all the (hop medicines as ufual, patent ones ex- 
cepted. 

However the Commiffioners may triumph over 
the bookfellers forlorn ftate in the country, iii 
forcing them to take a licence out becaufe they 
have not fold drugs or medicines only, but books, 
&c. it is a notorious fad:, that many printers and 
bookfellers, had tbey not been confcious of felling 
a patent medicine, ihey would not have troubled 
themfelves with the medicine adt, but fold medi- 
cines as ufual with other traders of three years 
^tiwidin^j at the fame time, ia this inftance, if 
C * th^ 
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the only inducement they had to take out a Iicen<^e 
was the fear of being fued for having fold a patent 
medicine, they pay but a poor compHment to his 
Majefty, to the L-egiflature, to an Englifh judge 
or jury, to fuppofe they would have been found 
trefpaffers in the eye of the law before an aft of 
parliament was framed which conftituted theVend- 
ing of patent medicines objedfs of taxation. 

Therefore, fliould your opinion coincide with 
mine, that the medicine ad does not require you 
to be fingled out, that it contains a language fo- 
reign to the partialities by which the law is made 
to operate again ft you, that it does entitle you as 
well as your neighbour to fell drugs or medicines 
only without a ftamp, patent ones always ex- 
cepted give notice to the CornmifFioners or their 
agents, that you will not ufe ftamps any longer, 
and are ready to meet them on a proper ground 
to decide the matter before an Englifti jury. At 
all events be cautious how you renew your licence 
which militates fo ftrongly againft yourfelves, and 
to fo littl'e purpofe relative to the fupport of the cre- 
dit of the nation. Vend no patent medicines even 
with ftamps, return them, nay better return all 
your medicines to the different proprietors and 
lei! not one, than fell on fo difadvantageous, hu- 
miliating terms as you do at prefent j and the 
ufagc you have lately received from the Stamp 
Office is a matter of fo aggravating a nature 
under your prefent circumftances that will jul- 
tify fo laudable a proceeding, and let the public 
know you think yourfelves intitled to the paternal 
care of his moft gracious Majefty, and the pro- 
teftion of both houfes of parliament, equal with 
other fubjedts under the fame government; even 
aliensc'aim this right indeed; in my poor judg- 
ment, the medicine ad makes not this decifive dif- 
ference. Patent medicines are its objed j and thefe 

only. 
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only, by this aft of parliament, (hould wear the 
ftamp ; but judge for yourfelves. To proceed : 
What medicines are taxable agreeable to the Com- 
tnijfioners conftru5iion of the a5l ? 

No indifferent perfon can well guefs at the 
trouble and vexation occafioned by the different 
conftruflions imputed to this adl, whether by the 
vender of medicines, or the CommifTioners, 
whom, I believe, only a zeal to ferve Govern- 
ment has made them conftrue and enforce the 
asSt in fuch a manner which they cannot reconcile 
to reafon or juftice ; and I will add, and others 
have in general, met with polite behaviour from 
them *, and when I argue a public caufe, and have 
occafion to fpeak of the Commiflioners, I only 
fpeak of them in their official charafter, divefted 
of every perfonal refledtion. 

That the trouble given to the Commiffioners 
relative to the inquiries what medicines were tax- 
able was trifling to what fuch a queftion involved 
the trader, who fuppofed himfelf amenable to the 
tax. The fears of penalties operating on one hand, 
and on the other defirous of acquitting himlelf as 
"a good fubjefl, conforming to fuch laws as the le- 
giflature had thought proper to exa6t for his and 
the public benefit, has induced many perfons to 
apply, with a lift of their articles they fold, for in- 
formation to the Commiflioners to knov/ what they 
called medicines, and came under the cognizance 
of the medicine ad. 

It is natural to conceive, gentlemen appointed 
by government, and their folicitor, would a6l con- 
fident in the intereft thereof, and where doubts 
occurred, to decide in favour of the legiflature. 
Hence many compofitions efcaped cenfure, and 
many articles were at firfl allowed an exemption 
from the tax, have been afterwards countermanded 

by 
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by the Commiffioners on this plea, as having a me^ 
dicinal quality. 

Tell me, then, what article that we eat or 
drink, or ufe for any good intent, whether to fuf- , 
tain our bodies, or adorn our perfons,or refrefhthem, 
but what muft have a medicinal quality either to 
preferve health or reftore it ; even books have a me- 
dicinal quality of amufmg and inftrufling the mind, 
therefore why not place a ftamp on the bread you 
cat, and the raiment you put on, and even foap, 
when it is made up in that delicate manner the 
arts of perfumery have arrived to, for this alfo has 
a medicinal quality of purification. An oily oint- 
ment, &c. for outward application for fprains was 
firft judged to be excufed, but foon after it was ad- 
vertifed, it muft be taxed ; and the reafon was, in 
had a medicinal healing quality. How comes it 
to pafs then that milk of rofes, and many other arti- 
cles of the fame fpecies, are exempt ? Could you not 
as well, as Pierre hints in Venice Preferved, ftretch the ' 
tax to all the articles found in a bookfeller's or a per- 
fumer's (hop, even medicines for horfes and other 
cattle, &c. &c. and if fuch taxes, inftituted on 
fo vague a conftrudion, are to be enforced by the 
caprice or difcretionary judgment of a few men, 
where will the limits be fixed to fuch an a6t of 
parliament ? or what is there in the perfumery or 
medical line, either as a cofmetic, a wafh, a refto- 
rative, that may not be encompaffcd with a ftamp 
duty ? And each trader, on this diftradled mode of 
proceeding, has reafon to dread a profecution every 
hour for having fold fome article of goods with a 
medicinal quality without a ftamp ; it is a language 
hitherto unknown to the Britifti conftitution, and 
no ad: of parliament can be found, 1 truft, breath- 
ing fuch inimical p'rinciples to the peace of man- 
kind. 

Say 
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Say not, my friends, Lord John Cavendifti, or 
<he medicine aft has done this ; it is yourfelves 
have joined to weave the cord you are bound 
with. Confider your fituation. Is there fcarce 
a fingle article you vend, patent medicines ex- 
cepted, but may be bought at your neigh- 
bour's in equal goodnefs, even at a grocer's, and 
I may add at a (hop fcarcely a degree better 
than a chandler's fhop, duty free ? Where then is 
the perfon to be found fo complaifant to govern- 
ment, fo unjuft to themfelves, as to give 3d. 6d. 
or is. for a ufelefs piece of paper ? And how doth 
it appear to the public, chat the proprietors of 
medicines in London, except a few, pay any tax ? 
The exemption is allowed not only by the ad, but 
by a)) parties ; yet if their medicine pafTes through 
a bookieller's hand, a duty muft be paid, on ac- 
count by the Commiflioners conftruftion of the adt, 
you have not dealt in drugs and medicines only, 
but books, and Heaven knows what other articles 
in the way of trade, — but the druggift is free. 

In the courfe of converfation concerning patent 
medicines, a queftion arofe, how many patent me- 
dicines are there in being, whofe time, fourteen 
years, is not expired ? Only five could be afcer- 
tained, viz. James's Analeptic Pills, Greenhough's 
Samaritan Water, Wilfon's Ague Tindure, Gale's 
Spaw Elixir, and Grub's Friar's Drops : two more, 
I have heard, have been lately added. Oriental 
Vegetable Cordial, and the Antipertufis for colds 
and coughs. 

I have a queftion to afk of the printers and 
bookfellers refident in the country : In what man- 
ner have you given offence to the Commiflioners 
to receive fuch marks of refentment, fo contrary 
to the ufage of government, and of which you fo 
bitterly compUin of in your letters and difcourfe ? 

I will 
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I will ftate the matter to the reader, the world may 
judge the reft, as it is this circumftance " of mak- 
ing bricks without ftraw '* which has given rife 
to this publication. 

The conftruflion of the medicine a£t by the 
Commiflioners, hard as it bore on the country 
printers and bookfellers, from whom, in the print- 
ing of news-papers and advertifements, govern- 
ment receives many thoufand pounds duty annually, 
they had the mortification of feeing their trade torn 
from them daily by an accidental aft of parlia- 
ment, or a mifunderftanding of the aft j they were 
not left; without hopes parliament never meant to 
fingle them out as objefts of taxation, and would, 
"when parliament met, give fuch relief as the mem- 
bers there fhould judge neceffary. The Commif- 
fioners, to prevent unneceffary trouble, and to pal- 
liate matters, had fent and given orders to certain 
agents in the country to diftribute out the ftamps 
occafionally, as the confumer, or the proprietor 
of a medicine, had opportunity of difpofing 
of them : for thefe medicine ftamps no dilcount 
is made at the office by taking a quantity, 
as is done in the receipt tax. About February 
laft, the bookfellers. Sec. were exceedingly alarmed 
at an order from the Commiffioners to their diftri- 
butors in the country not to ferve them any longer, 
but make each of them have their ftamps from 
London. On receiving letters of complaint from 
feveral bookfellers, I waited on the Commiflioners, 
who declared, in compliance with a few proprie- 
tors concerned in patent medicines in London, 
they had given fuch orders. Much converfation 
enfued •, they urged, it was not their defire to add 
to the vexation already experienced by the aft, or 
create unneceflary trouble or expence to the ven-- 
^ers in the country, and, as 1 underftood, they 

would 
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would countermand it. May 2, 1784, on re- 
ceiving a letter from Mr. C. Wheeler, printer, of 
Manchefter, complaining of the hardfliip that the 
Commiffioners ftiould expert a tax from him, yet 
throw obftacles in the way to prevent its taking 
place, and defiring me to procure him for the pre- 
fent four dozen three penny ftamps, two dozen 
fix- penny ones, and only fix of the fhilling ones, 
I went to the office for the ftamps, and was in- 
formed fix only (hilling ftamps could not be had ; 
no, I muft take a whole ftieet, confifting of nine 
ftamps, for they did not chule to divide a ftieet. 
I infifted on havins- the exadi: number ordered in 
the letter, and went down ftairs to inform the 
Commiftioner they would not let me have the fix 
ftamps only : he wrote an order diredtly for my 
being ferved with the fix ftamps, which was ac- 
cordingly executed ; at the fame time the perfon 
in office declared they never had fold fo fmall a 
number at one time, or cut a ftieet before. 

What are the Commiffioners motives for a diffe- 
rence of opinion relative to the diftribution of the 
ftamps in the country, and to oblige every book- 
feller, printer, &c. to fend to London to their 
agents to procure ftamps, 1 cannot conceive, un- 
Jefs it is to throw every impediment in the book- 
fellers line to hinder them from vending of me- 
dicines. The thirty ftiiilings worth of ftamps 
for Mr. Wheeler were fent per coach, and coft 
him 3s. 6d. carriage and poftage. Now, fuppofe 
in future that printers are obliged to employ an 
agent in London to buy the ftamps, he muft be 
paid commiffion, and the carriage added thereto, 
in fome parts two or three hundred miles, can a 
vender in this cafe afford a three-penny ftamp un- 
der 4d. a fix-penny one 8d. and a is. one in pro- 
portion ? And may not the fick and infirm procure 

D ail 
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itll thefe medicinal articles at a fhop, vyhich is citf 
eouraged by this ftep, where no duty is paid? AgainV 
if in is not ccnvenien.t on thefe terms for the prin- 
ters, &c. in the country to fell medicines, the 
proprietor of thefe articles, whether he lives in the 
country or London, will of courfe open an account 
with the druggifts in the country towns, who arc 
empowered to fell without licence or a ftamp, 
^hich in the end muft fruftrate the intention of the 
ad:, if it was meant to raife fupplies for Govern- 
Inent. 

Is it the Commifilonefs wiOi to fee the London 
Stamp Office reduced to the appearance of a little 
trading (hop ? One perfon coming for fix, anothe'r 
for three- (lamps, or a hundred, and fonle perhaps 
for one ftamp, and then afTume the important 
•look of confequence, we can't make you a ftiil- 
ling's worth, you mull: have fo many, we cannot 
fell lefs. To think that a perfon at Manchefter 
fliould be obliged, by order of the Commiffioners, 
to fend up to town for his ftamps, and then, if A 
Commiffioner had not been in the way, he could 
not have his order executed and, what is infinitely 
worfe, health may be trifled with. How do we 
know who might have wanted a medicine, (in the 
fix days time taken up to convey the meifage and 
the flamps back) or how near death the parry 
might be even with a fever, and the vender durft 
not deliver the medicine v/.inted without a (lamp ? 
Had Mr. "Wheeler been refufed the fix ftamps at 
the office, or even one, that moment he would 
liave been liberated from his bondage, and he 
then had a right indifputable to fell his medicines 
-without a ftamp, rather than any perfon's life 
ffiould be endangered by further delay j — the 
diftribution of thefe medicine ftamps, with pro- 
priety, never can bf placed on a fimilar footing 

wi'ch 
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with other ftamps, becaufe health is fo infinitely- 
more valuable than other accidental external afiairs 
relative to life. 

As the writer has endeavoured to delineate a 
fair reprefentation of the medicine acl, and the 
mode of enforcing it, he has done it with this 
view, that it may ferve as a mirror t-o all parties 
concerned, v^^hether the Legidature who ordains 
the law, the Comniiffioners who are bound to en- 
force it, and the vender or confumer who may be 
the objeds of this ad in queftion ; (hould it on 
enquiry be allowed my remarks are didated with 
a candour and a becoming freedom, fuirable for 
a native of Great Britain to exprefs, whofe wifh. 
tends only to redrefs abufe, eafe the opprelfed, 
and, by holding up a beacon, may ferve as a law 
to guide another minifter in this perplexing laby- 
rinth ; for, in my conception, it is not an eafy 
matter to frame a medicine ad, with proper dif- 
tinguifhments between the regular or the irregular 
line of phyfic and I have feized this opportunity 
to lay my remarks before the public, becaufe a 
new parliament, a new minifter, Itands forth, from, 
whom every relief which reafon and juftice poiac 
out may be expeded. 

With what propriety medicines fhould be taxed 
fo heavily, is another pertinent queilion, and well 
deferves our confideration. 

It is univerfally acknowledged, that the firuatiori 
of this country is fuch as to require heavy additi- 
onal taxes to fupport its credit •, when the minifter 
tolls the alarm bcil for a new tax, generally expreffes 
a wifti to lay the intended impoft rather on the fu- 
perfluities than the neceffaries of life. Had thcfe 
inedicines (now fuppofed to be the objed of taxa- 
tion) never witneffed the hand of pov/er in ex-r 
acting a duty, or were ufed in a luxurious unne- 
P 2 cefiary 



Ceflfary indulgence, rather than to fnpport life un- 
der the affliction of illnefs, there might be a juftf- 
fiabie reafon for a minifter being caught with the 
fpecious appearance of an artful tale of a perfon, 
who perhaps had no other view in eommending 
fuch a tax but the receiving of a bribe. 

When Lord John Cavendifh' propofed the tax, 
he might not reeolledb how heavy thefe articles 
were already taxed through all the different ftages 
in which they pafs, viz. in the drugs firft im- 
ported J 2dly, the giafs ; ^dly, the paper ; 4thlyy 
fpirits of wine •, but chiefly in the duty of half a 
crown paid to the King on each advertifement in- 
ferted in the news-papers, magazines, &c. on their 
account, which amounts to an enormous fum in 
the courfe of a year ; and this is a tax which has 
been often complied with by the inventor of a me- 
dicine and after having paid feveral hundred 
pounds for advertifing, frequently the medicine, 
not having fuffieient merit to recommend it to the 
public, has funk into oblivion. We might alfo 
alledge, if magazines were ftamped as news-pa- 
pers are, it would bring in much money to the 
revenue. Thefe already pay a heavy tax, fo great 
as to render it fcarce worth their continuance to 
the proprietor, who is obliged to advertife it fre- 
quently, and the advertifements feldom fall fhort 
of 5s. 6s. 7s. nay los. a time. 

However great the fum may appear to the con- 
fumer who buys a medicine, the original proprietor 
does not get a fourth clear ; for not only duty and 
other neceffary expences are dedu£led, but there 
mud be a difcount for commiOion to the vender 
in the country, and he is often obliged to allow 
another difcount for conveyance to the afflifted ; 
and what is the medicine tax but a receipt tax in 
another name ? Had any minifter propofed a re- 
ceipt 
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ceipt tax in proportion to the medicine tax to be 
levied, I leave the confequence to the reader's 
imagination. A tax was propofed on play-houfes, 
two or three years ago, and a few murmuring news- 
papers quelled that motion yet here, one of the 
moft heavy unexemplary taxes laid on mifery and 
difeafe is to be exadled,* by what authority I know 
nor, for it is not fo in the bond, as Shylock fays. 
That there are a great nunnber of thefe medicinal or 
embellifhing articles fold is granted ; but are they 
not as fo many heralds proclaiming the infirmities 
and decays of human nature ? But lay on ; they are 
pernicious deftrudive articles, mere delufion to the 
public, and, as it was faid by the propofer of the 
tax duty, they ought to be taxed on that account; 
No, from one end of the kingdom to the other it 
is echoed, aflc the queftion, and the anfwer will 
be. No. At a bagnio, where the unhappy fair 

one 

* Mrs. Rogers, an apothecary's widow, in St. Edmund's 
Bury, has continued to fell one of her hufband's preparations, 
an ointment for the itch, in pots of is. 6d. From refpeflable 
perfons, I have been informed, it may be faid to be a fpecific 
for that loathfome complaint. On the commencement of the 
a£l fhe got a friend in London to know of the Commiffioners, as 
being an apothecary's widow, and not having fold a patent me- 
dicine, whether fhe was not excufed by the aft in converfation ? 
It was allowed Ihe had commenced bookfeller, and, as having 
fold books, fhe was ordered to take out a licence, and put a 
three- penny ftamp on this pot of ointment for the itch, as hav- 
ing a medicinal quality. I declare frequently fome poor 
wretched beings, with this loathfome diftemper apparent on 
them, which added to their poverty, they were unfortunately 
fliunned like thofe on whom a peftilcntial plague had made its 
appearance. 1 have direfted them to Mrs. Rogers's agent here 
in London ; yet here was a threepenny tax demanded by the 
Commiffioners, and muft be paid by thefe unhappy diilrefTed 
creatures before the defired remedy could be had. In fuch a 
cafe, will not humanity whifper even in a King's ear ? Is this for 
your honour? His Majefty may truly fay. What aft of parlia- 
ment requires this rigour ? Speak ! and my people fliall ^ad me 
more ready to redrcfs than they to complain. 
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one enters poundage, is a familiar phrafe, the ad- 
vantage is taken of her melancholy fituarion, and. 
ihe muft comply ; but where is the man, the gen- 
tleman, the nobleman, the fenator, the afting mi- 
nifter of Great Britain, will maintain fuch lan- 
guage ? No, if thefe advertifed medicines, cof- 
metics. Sic. are pernicious and deftrudive to the 
community, suppress them. 

But to follow other accufations held out as 
a pretence for taxation, ihey are deluftve. In 
anfwer to the forry arguments made ufe of by 
the inexperienced bye-ftander, that medicines 
of this clafs are made of indifferent drugs, little 
better than powder of poft ; are the public fo un- 
difcerning ? Does mankind encourage thofe ftiop- 
keepers whom they find have impofed on their ci- 
vility ? It is not fo in the general walks of life, 
why then do you pay fo bad a compliment to your 
derftanding, as to fuppofe this medicinal line is 
an exception ? You reply, look at the hand-bills, 
read the news-papers j do not the advertifements 
tell us to beware of counterfeits, and impoftors, 
whofe only defign is to pick your pockets and rain 
your conftitution. What reply can now be made ? 
Here is a fa£t eftablilhed we only heard of the 
rumour before, but now it is acknowledged by 
your own fraternity. 

I own the charge is fpecious, that here is feme 
degree of foundation for cenfure, that inventors 
of medicines do not all pofTefs the fame ingenuity, 
integrity, or their noftrums are of equal efncacy, 
ftands confeffed; but mankind will ever make al- 
lowance, and diftinguifh between a plain adver- 
tifement advertifing no more than experience may 
juftify, and the Katerfeltonian ftile, which deals in 
wonders on wonders, and is not fingular to this 
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clafs of men, but may frequently be obferved m 
other adventurers, as wine merchants, who finding 
theoifelves not noticed fo much as they imagine for 
their honefty, is entitled to, take care to add a line 
at the bottom of their advertifements by way of a 
friendly hint. B. The ahove wines are free from 
the vile practice of adulteration\ And many more 
famples might be colleded of the like Merry-an- 
drew's obfervations in different trads of bufinefs, 
■which may fliew the afferter does underftand fome- 
thing of the counterfeit parr, yet we fhail be puz- 
zled to find out a wine merchant guilty of this vile 
pradice, as a well-difpofed brother vintner hints ; 
fo I hope as in charity bound, the accufation of 
mal-pradices in medicine is not to be identified. 

However, let it be underftood 1 am no advo- 
cate for the continuance of thefe fuppofed reme- 
dies for certain complaints, but from a perfuafion 
they are beneficial to mankind. Should it be 
proved otherwife, they are dertrudive to health,* 
the legiflature is the beft judge how to ad on fo 
important an occafion, and make proper diftinguilh- 
ments. As I am not defiroiis of ftifling the in- 
fmuation of any accufer, who may be an advocate 
for this medicine tax, fo permit me to indulge 
imagination on a profped drawn from fubftantial 
evidence, that much good, great improvements are 
witneflcd by thefe medicines in queftion, and every 
benevolent mind mufl: own with great reafon a 
verdid may be given in their favour. 

Pihyfic is the hand maid of fcience, which is 
not to be chained down by any certain rules ; her 

vaft 

* If medicines are taxable on a fappofition of doing hurt to 
^he human body, v/hat is to be faid to the many oblcene in- 
delicate advertifements inferted in fomenews papers. 
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vaft genius foars above all the pomp and parade 
of regular mechanic proceedings, that would en- 
deavour to confine her either to time, place, or 
perfon. In other arts it is not the mere ferving 
of leven years to a bufinefs will conftitute the ex- 
pert artizan ; yet here, in medical fcience, a boy 
living with a country apothecary for 3, 4, or 5* 
years, is dubbed regular bred. I defpife the 
word regular when it is handled as an argument 
to prove that no perfon can learn a trade bur him 
that was regular fettered, or be acquainted with 
a fcience in his riper years, becaufe his parents, 
not knowing what fruit the plant would produce, 
fent him forth into the world ere his judgement 
biofibmed to another different vocation. To 
train a child in the ufual regular form of proceed- 
ing, I allow, is the road moft likely to fucceed ; 
but do not confine the genius of man, which, 
like the butterfly, is a ftranger to that confine- 
ment it experienced as a worm, and was then def- 
titute of an expanding power. 

If the general obfervations made in life were 
realized, refpeding phyficians and other gentlemen 
of the faculty, that the power of reftoring health 
was invefted in them, and them only, it would 
be a blefling each of us at times would have rea- 
fon to rejoice in fuch an appointment-, but the 
abler the phyfician, the more diffident you will 
find him, who beholds difeafe, in various fhapes, 
ftalk along our ftreets triumphant over the uni- , 
ted endeavours of art or fcience the juft reproach 
of any prefumptuous man, whether dignifyed with 
an M. D. or the itinerant powerful quack, who 

pretends 

* There is no regular fet time for country apothecaries 
apprentices, the more money given with the boys the fhorter 
the time the better for the mafter. 



pretends he has nothing more to do, but hold out 
his noftrum, and even nature will tremble before 
him. Where is the fenfible, the experienced phy- 
fician or furgeon, who has not viewed thofe dif- 
eafes fo difficult of cure, entitled the confumption, 
the cancer^ madnefs by the bite of a mad dog^ the 
evil, the kprojy, and the gout, that does not breath 
a wifti for a more potent remedy to be difcovered 
in thefe cafes than hitherto experience has (lamp- 
ed with her feal ? And if medicines by being taxed 
fliould receive any check in their progrefs of im- 
provement, where is the encouragement for any 
one to proceed in his tirefome expenfive refearches? 
Or what doth it fignify a great reward being held 
up for the difeoverer, when the door which fliould 
be open to convey it to public notice from whom 
the premium is to be gathered, is fliut and barred 
with infurmountable difficulties ? You muft either 
allow phyfical knowledge to center in one fet of 
praftitioners, or leave it exclufive to the reft of 
mankind, like the book of nature, free /or difcuf- 
fion : 

Many of the medicines now fettered with a 
ftamp-duty, illuftrious as they are for their emi- 
nence, and pofleffing fuperior virtues than what is 
commonly met with in the difpenfatory confined 
, catalogue of medicines will be honoured with the 
attention of mankind when in diftrefsj they have 
been difcovered by dint of perfeverance and an ap- 
titude joined to knowledge in the compofer to re- 
drefs certain complaints, as Dr. Norris's drops and 
Dr. James's powders for fevers, Glafle's and Hen- 
ry's magnefia, Daffy's elixir, and many others whofe 
excellence depends chiefly on their being made up 
with the beft drugs, great fkill, and care, and have 
nothing elfe to fupport their credit but their 
merit J and if they were made up of bad materia 

E als. 
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fils, or proved deftrudive to the human conftits?- 
■tion, in either cafe they mnft fall into difrepute. Al- 
lowing that thefe profcribed medicines, made up 
by the regular and irregular praditioners does pof- 
fcls a virtue equal to any other medicines of what 
denomination fo ever, is it confident with the 
honour of Great Britain to infift on an additional 
taxation ? Does her fafety rely on this mode of 
encreafing the revenue, which indifcriminately 
falls on a poor labouring man as well as the rich ? 
Suppofing then a man of middling circumftancc, 
or a menial fervant, for himfelf or children, has 
occafion to fly for a remedy to any of thefe adver-^ 
tifed eftablifhed medicinal articles, let it be a bottle 
of Daffy's elixir for the ftomach and bowels, a 
bottle of Godfrey's cordial, or Dalby's carmina-- 
tive, Steers's opodeldock, Le Cure's oil for a 
fprain^ a bottle of Dr. Norris's antimonial drops 
for a fever, and can fcarce raife the ftipulated Turn, 
trifling as it may feem to thofe who loll in plen- 
ty's lap, yet is a treafure to many individuals whofe 
lituation in life may enable them only to make a 
decent appearance, — would government wilh in 
this cafe for any of their officers to ftep forth and 
fay, you ftiall not try the remedy you conceive 
may heal you, until you pay the duty levied by 
their order ? What is there not in our reach which 
human nature would not part with to gain eafe 
when in pain, or preferve life ! Does the welfare 
of Great Britain require this tax on humanity ? 
or is the nation fo reduced in a few years to ex- 
a£l a duty from a fellow-creature, becaufe the com- 
mon accidents incident to human infirmity have 
ftretched him on the rack, and forces him to pay 
It before the hope of relief is adminiflered ? If 
this is the cafe, well might Mr. P. fay, Britannia 
was at her lafl fhift when fiie was reduced to the 

necelTicy 
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neceflity of draining the fick and the infirm for a 
fupply. Who would not imagine phyfic was be- 
come a Juxury, and thofe powders for the teeth 
and other prelervatives lb conducive to cleanlinefs 
was carried to fuch a height as to require the in- 
terpofition of the legiflature to bridle fuch ftrange 
vitiated paffions ? 

Advocates for the tax may urge, that by the 
commiffioner's conftrudlion of the a£t, individu- 
als may fave the three pence duty exa6led oh a 
fixpenny bottle of Godfrey's cordial, ditto on a 
box of Scots or Hooper's pills, or on Daffy's elixir, 
&c. by applying to a druggift or apothecary, who 
whether he prepares them himfelf,or vends for ano- 
ther, ftands excufed; or they may furnifh him with 
a medicine morefuitable to the complaint. Grant- 
ed; in reply, how many villages throughout Great 
Britain are fo fituated, that cannot afford a main- 
tenance to an apothecary or fdrgeon, and the 
town where one of this profefTion does refide, is 
feveral miles diftant? and how rjiany of thefe me- 
dicines, fuch as Daffy's Elixir, Turlington's Bal- 
fam, Bateman's Drops, Scot's Pills, and feveral 
other cheap and efficacious medicines, are made 
by the regular apothecary or chymift, and iefc 
for fale either at a chandler's fhop, perhaps an 
alehoufe, or the clerk of the parifh, and account- 
ed for only when fold, and thefe medicines are 
frequently retailed out again in pennyworths or 
two pennyworths to the poor labouring people or 
fervancs ? But every medicine cannot with pro- 
priety be divided for fale, any more than a ge- 
neral conclufion can be drawn from the words 
of this ad of parliament; to tax difcretionary, every 
drug or goods in various fhapes, and vended in 
different fhops. 

How far a vague conftrudlion of this ad 
may be extended, in the manner this medicine 

E 2 ad 
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aft has been made to operate, who can tell ? 
Who would imagine the Sweeds tea or Englifh 
coffee, compofed of herbs uied for breakfaft in 
the room of other tea, fliould be ftrained to the 
duty, becaufe the proprietor has informed the af- 
flifled with a weak conftitution it is good for 
confumptive habits ? Is it fo ? It was ordered by the 
judges and commentators of the ad to ftand on 
the left fide, as having been found guilty of har- 
bouring a medicinal quality. Look to yourfelves ! 
who keep a tavern, an oil, or a confedionary 
ftiop, fee you vend nothing with a medicinal qua- 
lity, expunge thofe articles, or woe may attend 
you. Reader, conftrue the a£t either way, it Is 
an unconftitutional one, whether a commifTioner 
grounds his plea for infliding the penalty on a 
perfon for having fold a patent medicine before 
the ad commenced, or that he has not dealt in 
drugs or medicines f«/y j but books, perfumery, 
&c. &c. 

Therefore I repeat my advice to every book- 
feller, and all perfons in a like ftation refpedting 
the adt before mentioned, not to vend any more 
ftamps, with their drugs or medicines they fell, 
not being patent ones ; unlefs you can find a Britilh 
a<5t of parliament which makes the diftindtion, and 
inflid a penalty which brands you for felling a 
medicine, and allows a next door neighbour to 
fell the fame nominated medicine unfettered, 
though guilty of the fame mifdemeanor in point 
of confequence to the community : Further, how 
can any of you be enfured a profecution may not 
be commenced againft you, for extorting money 
from diftreffed objeds under the pretence of an 
a6l of parliament, which a6t you acknowledge 
you do not underftand j but you are exenpt from 
the tax. 

Another 
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Another circumftance I have received from re- 
fpedable authority. 

The commiflioners in their official capacity wifh 
to enforce a rule that all medicines, drugs, &c. 
proved to have a medicinal quality, whether it be 
nominated a prefervative, reftorative, or cofmetic, 
embelliihers of the ladies perfons, or the humble 
blacking cake for the prefervation of a flioe, fhould, 
as the undertakers do by a dead body, foder it 
down, and inclofe the medicine, whether packet, 
box, or bottle, with the ftamp palled or glued 
thereon ; fo that the afflided perfon fhall not have 
an opportunity to infped as at prcfent, he is in- 
dulged without tearing a threepenny, a fixpenny, 
or a one fhilHng ftamp, to infped; whether the 
medicine or other article he buys is complete, and 
in the ufual perfedion he is accuftomed to and 
if not, is returned to the proprietor, — what would 
be the confequence ? 

Many of thefe articles are fent out on condition 
if not fold, they are returned. Many are the ac- 
cidents, both by fea and land, where liquids are 
packed up, one bottle breaking will fpoil and 
ftain many others, fo as to render them unfight- 
ly in the eye, thereby unfaleable ; and new wrap- 
pers are often obliged to be fent the next convey- 
ance, or have the goods returned. Again, fup- 
pofmg the medicines are in boxes, packets, &c. 
confuting of powders or pills only, will any per- 
fon fay, the virtues of thefe medicines are made 
of drugs, whofe virtues will not evaporate, or 
will remain equally efficacious for a feries of time, 
who can anfwer the queftion in the affirmative, 
and are not thefe articles infped:ed into, and chang- 
ed ? When a new trader comes into an old fhop, 
or the fale of thofe articles has not been called for 
m the ufual expedled time of fale, whether a 
month or year, who would ftand to the lofs of the 

ftamps, 
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(lamps, which muft be torn off if pafted on, and 
a man's health is trifled with, and a medicine de- 
figned to preferve life is put on a footing with a 
pack of cards ? By this means a perfon might fre- 
quently buy an infignificant medicine, and the 
difeafe gain ground before another could be pro- 
cured, or the caufe difcovered. Government 
would in this inftance truly certify the proverb, 
fclhng powder of pofl. In what other light can you 
compare a medicine, thus embalmed in royal par- 
li^ientary ftate, but to the opening of a ftately 
monument, where the form may be preferved, al- 
tho' deftitute of an adive principle. *If fuch fen- 

timents 

* A renvarkabk circumftance occurs to my memory which 
well deferved a tablet to be placed in Weftminfter Abbey to 
record the faft. Some gentlemen of the fociety of Antiqua- 
ries being defirous to fee theadual ftate t)f Edward Ift's body, 
who died July 7, 1307, aged 68, on account it had been 
mentioned in Rymer's l?oedra, that writs had been iffued from 
the Treafury, in Edward the Illd. and Henry the IVth. to re- 
new the wax about the body, obtained leave of the dean, and 
on May 31, 1774, they opened the large farcophagus in which 
it was depofited on the North fide of Edward the Confeffor's 
chapel, where, in a coffin of yellow ftone, the royal body lay in 
good prefervatlon (exxept under the chin) wrapped in two 
wrappers, one of them in gold tifTue, ftrongly waxed and 
frelli ; the outer moll more decayed. The corpfe was habited 
in a rich mantle of purple paned with white and adorned with 
ornaments of gilt metaJ, ftudded with red and blue ftones and 
pearls. Two fimilar ornaments lay on his hands. The man- 
tle was faftenedon his right fhoulder by a magnificent fibula 
of the fame fort of metal, ftones and pearls. His face had 
over it a filken covering fo fine and clofely fitted to it as 
to preferve the features entire, which was of a brown oaken, 
colour ; round his temples was a gilt coronet of fleurs de lis ; 
in his hands, which were alfo entire, were two fcepters of gilt 
metal, that in the right furmounted by a crofs fleury ; that in 
the left, by three clufters of oak leaves and a dove on a globe j 
this fcepter was about five feet long. The feet were envelop- 
ed in the mantle and other coverings but found, and the toes 
diilind;. Tlie whole length of tl^ corpfe was five feet two 
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tlments fliould prevail in the Commiffioners breafts, 
facrificing realba and the dlflates of humanity ta 
the mercenary view of enriching the treafury by 
impoverifliing the fubjeft-. Quick's reply is ap- 
plicable (when afting the Judge in the new piece 
of Robin Hood; to a criminal who defired him t'o 
hear reafon, retorted, I do not fit here to hear rea- 
fon, but execute the law. But no fuch fangled law 
exifts, which would even undermine the power of 
the tax, if it was defigned to raife money, by hinder- 
ing the promulgation of any medicine, however fa» 
lutary, and reduce the venders and inventors of me- 
dicine, already crampt with heavy faxes, to the 
fituation of a poor inled: caught to pleafe a child, 
that had Its wings plucked off to prevent its flying 
away, but complaint being made ic crept too fafb 
for the child to overtake it, had its legs cut off, the 
only forlorn hope left the fly to feek its fuilenance. 
Now as much mercy would be exercifed in chop- 
ping the fly*s head off ; fo if thefe drugs or medi- 
cines, or the venders of them alluded to, are, on 
parliamentary enquiry, found pernicious to the com- 
munity, ftifle them at once, but do not inveft the 
fcourge of imaginary power in any fee of men to 
aft in a manner which honour, for the credit of 
of the nation, will not allow of even to a King, 
however mild, however beloved by hi&fubje£i:s. 

That the number of various perfumed medicinal 
articles are numerous, and were a tax laid on each 
one fold only of one penny, it would bring in 
much money is not denied. The fame reafoning 
for taxing other neceffary or voluptuous articles 
ufed in life, whether the partaking of the play- 
houfe, Ranelagh, &c. or on the purchafe of a 
hat, a pair of (lockings, fhoes, and other raiment, 
would encreafe the amount to a ftupendous fum ; 
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but fond as any minifter may be of infli£llng the 
ftriped (lamp on the people inhabiting Great- 
Britain, time will prove the fituation of this coun- 
try fimilar to a valuable piece of filver plate, whofe 
beauty of workmanfbip is deftroyed, and the value 
thereof diminifhed by each brufhing the fervant 
gives to revive its luftre. 

The public in this inftance, I prefume, have a 
right to refufe paying for a ftamp, until they have 
fcrutinizfd into the adl, and know on what ground 
it is demanded ; and fhould any bookieller or 
renter of a medicinal fhop of three years (landing 
at the Royal Exchange in London, which the a{5t 
never encompafied them to ufe the ftamps unlefs 
they had been guilty of the crime of vending a 
patent medicine, I fay, if they chufe to deck their 
drugs and medicines only with the red crofs when 
the a6t does not require it, let the afflicted, who 
ftand in need of thefe applications, ftep over the 
way to MefTrs. Wrays, Birchin-Lane, or other chy-* 
mifts and druggifts, where no duty is required. 

As a ftrong proof that the medicine . aft is a de- 
fultory one at beft, and does not give the Com- 
miflioners that power to enforce the a£b in the 
manner it is, read one of their own advertifements, 
and in which, though they give an abftraft of the 
aft, leave out the exception relative to the fea or 
navy furgeons.* 

For 

• NEWCASTLE CHRONICLE, Auguft 23, 1783. 

Stamp-Office^ Nenucajile upon Tyne, Auguft 8, 1783. 
NOTICE is hereby given to dealers in medicines in the 
county of Northumberland, town and county of Newcaftle 
upon Tyne, and borough of Berwick upon Tweed, that an adl 
hath paffed in the lafl: feffion of parliament, impofing a duty 
upon medicines, ufually denominated quack medicines, of 
which the following extracts are given for the information of 
thofe who deal in that article. [Here follows an abftraft of the 
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In our comments of the Commiflloners addrefs 
by their agent to the public, we may obferve, the 
language held forth to the faculty and other ven- 
ders of medicines, is in doubtful drained expref- 
fions, as. It is to be underjiood from th^ a5f, ^c. &c. 
That an a^ hath 'paffed in the lajt feffion of parlia- 
ment^ impoftng a duly upon medicines, ufually deno- 
minated quack medicines. No fuch expreflion in the 
aft ; therefore it would be equally neceflary to 
know of the commiflioners what is meant by a 
quack medicine, and who are the perfons that 
vend quack medicines ; in other words, cheating, 
delufive, deftruftive medicines.* The aft is filenc 

relative 

ait, and then the advertifement goes on.] It is to be under- 
ftood from the aft, that all bookfelJers, ftationers, fhopkeepers, 
and others, required to be licenced, who mean to continue to 
fell any medicines luhaifoe'ver, whether called patent or not, 
are chargeable with the duties according to the value of them ; 
and alfo, that regular furgeons, apothecaries, and perfons who 
have kept lliop for three years before the pafiing the aft for fell- 
ing drugs and medicines only (fuch drugs and medicines not 
being patent drugs and medicines) though they are exempt 
from taking out licences, mult neverthelefs ftamp all the pa- 
tent medicines they iell, or leave off dealing in that article, 
&c. bigned, THOMAS DAVIDSON, CoUcftor. 

• The word quack feems to be generally mentioned as a 
mark ot contempt, and applied to feveral perfons who may 
be fufpefted of deceit, in iheir pretenfions for remarkable 
(kill, or fuperior honefty, over tlieir neighbours; and we may 
perceive in this inllance, the commifiioner's agents' advertife- 
ment, exhibits to public notice, in a limiiar manner^ what is 
the meaning of a quack's advertifement— no more than that 
they would have the public underftand they have, in their 
pofTeffion, a nofirum necelTary to be applied or taken for their 
good ; by which means money, that little fpring, the primum 
mobile of worldly enjoyments, may be obtained. Now here 
the commiflioners have a nojlrum too, called a Medicine Aft ; 
I fay a nojlrum is a term applicable, and they have a right to 
claim it as theirs in the prefent inllance, although they are no 
benefited by ij, becaule the medicine aft, as it is enforced 

f chiefl| 
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relative to thofe matters, and draws no inference, 
makes none oi thefe exceptions. Patent medicines 
are particularly mentioned throiighojiit the ad; an^ 
fuch is the ftridnefs of the ad, that any jbook- 
feller, perfumer, &c. newly fet up, or even a per-* 
Ibn not regularly bred, or who has not been three 
years in that line before the paffing of the ad, 
Ihould he fet up as an apothecary, he muft, by 
this ad of parliament as it nov/ ftands, take out 

a licence, 

cH.iefly by their authority alone, for I am perfuaded no King, 
JjOrds, or Commons will be found to juftify or approve of 
fuch difcretionary powers, to abate or inflifl on any perfon 
more punifliment than a Britifh aft of parliament exprejffes j if 
they do, let me be thought a worm, and with the foot of power 
cruihed to death ; for I think but poorly of any man, who 
arofeto defend the caufe of the dillreffed individuals, arid not 
even refign himfelf to martyrdom, rather than give up the 
bpinion he conceives to be juft. The commiflioners hold up 
to the public the medicine aft, or their charm or noftrum, or 
>yhateveryou pleafe to call it, and advertife, It is to be under- 
Jfood — What is to be underftood? — Why, it is neceflary for 
you andj'ow to place aHamp on all the feveral medicinal arti- 
cles you vend, if it is only a bottle of Briftol, Bath, or Spa 
water, by which means we lhall enrich government. Can 
any quack,' or other imaginary being whom fancy creates, ex- 
prefs his meaning in more vague artful terms, to anfwer his 
ends, than this very advertifement diftates ? — it is to be un- 
derfiood — From this unifon in fentiment of power and necef- 
iity, relative to the addrefs to the public, for their compliance 
ill bringing the defired omnium of their afteftions as a tribute 
due to merit or to law. We find the word quack has been 
always mifunderftood ; it is not a found that implies fhame;. 
it is no more than a familiar phrafe to exprefs a natural defire 
of obtaining money, under certain difterent lawful modes, 
which is as effential for the prefervation of national dignity^ 
or private life, as blood is to the body; and had not gain 
been the objeft of the medicine aft, rather than the reforma- 
tion of fuppofed nuifances, or the proteftion of health, we 
Ihould not have witnefled this Proteus aft, which outftripa 
the alchymift, whofe ambition extends no further than the 
tranfinutation of bafe metals to gold, but here gold is to be 
produced by a tranfmutation of Words. 
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i licence, and then he could not fell a medi- 
cine, even by a phyilcian's prefcription, without 
a fl:amp5 and if he does not take out a licence, 
then he is liable to be profecutcd for felling any 
inedicine without a licence. As to fuch a doc- 
trine of excufmg the licence, and only exafling the 
duty; the aft knows it not; the terms of the a<5t 
Required are expreffive and decifive. If the fra- 
mcr of the a6t has in words deviated from his in- 
tention or meaning, we cannot allow him now to 
put in his ^lea, and fay to the public, is to be 
knderjlood fo and fo. We put a negative on fach 
proceedings, and are juftifiable in refufing to ac- 
knowledge any other law than what our national 
Conftitution requires ; and if lenity is held out to 
one perfon, another claims the fame privilege, 
in the fame predicament. Such alterations and 
tonftrudions of an ad of parliament was never 
experienced in fo (hort a time, as to alter the very 
features of the adl, that it can no longer be faid 
to be the ad of the JegiOature, but the commif- 
fioners' aft, fupported by an avaricious principle, 
to fill the coffers of government, infenfible to the 
J)leadings of juftiee or humanity ; as if the fame 
agent who drew up the aft was difappoihted in his 
extenfivc grafpj by which fuch riches were to flovv 
into the treafury, and as no words in the aft are to 
be found to force compliance^ imagination is oti 
the rack of invention, by adding, it is to he under'' 
Jiood-, and for what end, to encompafs that nobl^ 
work of adding diftrefs to a wretched being, per- 
haps labouring under the bite of a mad dog, by 
exacting a fhilling duty before he can obtain the 
only remedy at prefent known to be held out as 
poffeffing a virtue in fonie degree to combat fo 
horrid a calamity. Not Mackbeth's character and 
irregular conduct was more ftrange or altered, in 
F 2 poiiit 
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point of ferocity, or in his ambitious view to en- 
compafs his defire of a diadem, after he had feen 
the witches,* than this medicine ad of parliament 
has changed its friendly purpofe, by various mif- 
conceptions and interpretations, to opprefs man- 
kind rather than relieve. 

When I was laft at the Stamp Office, to get 
Mr. Wheeler's ftamps, a young gentleman in the 
office held up a fmall bundle, and with a fmile de- 
clared there was fifty pounds worth of ftamps. — 
Let the commiffioners obtain a treafure, ten times 
a larger fum than was ftated at the opening of the 
budget, viz. 5/^.15000, then go and carry it to 
court, and in triumph tell his Majefty how it was 
obtained; fcatter it before him; — will he liften to 
them with complacency, to hear this three-pence 
laid on a fix-penny medicine, was torn from a 
perfon whofe garments on his back they would 

difdain 

* Macbeth is a play woiked up in fo extraordinary a man- 
ner, relative to the witches corrupting Macbeth's principles, 
in foretelling he fhould be a king, that it is no wonder it is 
fo much admired. — Mrs. Montague, that eminent lady in li- 
terature, who has commented on this play, Profeffor Rich- 
ardfon, of Glafgow, and Johnfon's Edition of Shakefpear, 
with feveral other authors I have confulted, they have not, 
to my knowledge, noted a fimilar piece of writing of great 
antiquity, from which it is no prefumption to fuppofe Shake- 
fpear drew his portrait, vtx, the hiftory of Hazael going to 
Elilha the prophet to enquire whether the ficknefs his mailer 
laboured under would prove fata)? the anfwer was, he might 
recover — but he would die;— -alfo foretold him he ihould be 
a king.' — On which he goes home, murders his mafter, and 
reigns in his ftcad. 2 Kings, c. viii. And may we not alfo 
fuppofe the llory of Saul and the Witch of Endor raifmg Sa- 
muels apparition ; alfo gave Shakefpear a hint for raifing up 
the witches in the fcene where Macbeth views Banquo's pro- 
geny. Dr. Blair, and Mr. Farquar, both eminent divines, 

who have difcourfed largely on the fubjeft of Hazael, are fi. 
lent relative to Macbeth in their obfervations ; nor do I know 
any critic, who has drawn a parallel line of the two charailers. 
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difdain to have touched?— Or, that the mother's 
boy was in a fever, and fhe pawned her wedding 
ring before ftie could purchafe the medicine, on 
account of the fix-penny ftamp, to fave if pof- 
fible her child from death.— And from another 
—imagine the reft.— I will notharrafs up paternal 
feelings. Had the young gentleman been ac- 
quainted with diftrefs by illnefs as I am, he would 
have fhed the tear of pity at the thought of thofe, 
whofe neceffitous melancholy fituation had doom- 
ed them the objeds of fuch a lalh, for on them 
the tax is laid. 

What would have been his late majefty*s royal 
lentiments fliould any perfon have fuggefted to 
him proud as he had reafon to be, to reign over 
fuch a people, fuch a kingdom as he then pof- 
felTed, would, a few years hence, witnefs a tax 
drawn from the fick and difeafed objeds P^Br^ 
tarn. If thy fate demands frefh taxes, let not thv 
honour be fported with; believe me, you who 
glance at the page, if you Ihould cenfu^e my que- 
rulous complaint as painful to the tender frame. 
It IS bm the echo of a fhriek when diftrefs enters a 

In" 'ofr '^'^r. ciifeafe^terrible in ap^ ar' 
ance, often dreadful in its confequence. 

thefe remar?" k'"'"^ publifhing 
revent rm^u ^-^^'^'i ^"^^^^^^^ ^^^^'^ the 
reruWs '^,^yJj.^„»"J"^^d by perfons, fuch as non- 

who tvV ^ P^^^""^^^^' other traders. 

Who have kept a ftiop for three years before the 

Mnfo^fl^r'^V^"' "^^^ other'articles in their 

only, not being drugs by the King's patent, fol- 
^wing my advice in ceafmg to fell their medicines 
vnthout ftamps any longer than the aft does require : 
vvhat arguments will fome men produce' As if 
the Itace of this country was reduced fo low, that 

the 
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tfee only means left to recruit it's finances were i)f 
unjuftifiable means, contrary to the ufage and the 
law of the land ; — and if opprefTion, allowing it 
to be through a mifconception of the ad, pafs xm- 
cenfured in one inftance, it may increafe till cufton^ 
confirms law. The commiffioners are only em- 
powered to receive the duty laid on Certain medi- 
cines, and direft where the ftamp is to be placed, 
by this adt j but transfers no power of extenfion^ 
limitation, or exception* 

It is my defire in this arduous tlnderta'king, re- 
lative to a reformation of the a6t, to reafon from 
fadts, and not to hint an iota to give off^ence to my 
Sovereign ; nor do I wifh to exprefs any fentiment 
that may refled on the honourable propofer of the 
ad on patent medicines, and am extremely forry 
to find his name not enrolled in the prefent parlia- 
ment. From his well known good difpoCition he 
poffefles, I fliould not fear to truft the caufe in his 
hands, although in his firft Ihot he has hit the 
lovely pidgeon inftead of the carrion crow. For 
this medicine ad, enforce it as the words dired, and 
it militates againft the gentlemen of the faculty in 
a flronger manner than againft others, fuppofed to 
be the intended objeds in the firft onfet; for where 
is there one of the defultory praditioners, mowers 
of difeafes, in London, who advertifes, and gives 
hand- bills at every corner of the ftreet, that is af- 
feded by this ad ? nay, have they not been known 
in their advertifements to laugh at the minifter, 
and exprefs that the ad made againft quacks does 
not afted them? — Therefore if Lord Cavendifti 
was fo unlucky as to wound the bird he did not 
mean to hurt ; if the commiffioners, in pity to the 
fufferings of the faculty, mitigated the ad; a 
right, (if that right is denied to my King) I will 
difpute with them. Was it juftice, or confiftenc 

to 



£ 41 3 

to reafoB, ta mark and feize on other worthy cha^ 
raders, on mere fuppofition, it is to be under- 
ftood you are the objeds government nieant to tax-, 
and fay, of you. Sir, the ad requires this thing ; 
of another, that performance ; and compounds 
with a third, as difcretionary judgment diftates. — 
And \vhen a perfoH goes to the Stamp ©fRce, for 
infortnatior) to guide himfelf* is informed, Sir, if 
you have any queftions to aft relative to the me- 
dicine a»5t, you are to put it down in writing, and 
pur Solicitor will anfwer it. — Fie on it! -^You 
■whp have given,-r-if you have given, fuch powers, 
to harrafs your own iubjefts whom you ought to 
cheriOi, by holding up an aft of parliament over 
their heads fluttenng, which, like the ravenous 
kite pounce on their prey, to-day a lark, to-mor- 
row a partridge, and the next day new game is 
itarted for by this mode of going on, there is not 
a fmgle article will be found in a perfumer's fliop, 
but what fuch law would encompafs; whilfl: we 
obferve a little cephalic fnufF, fo called to diftin- 
guifh it from other fnuffs, in Six-penny bottles 
three-pence duty exacted-, by whom? not by the 
a6t of parliament J and yet juftly inflided to 
fcourge a proprietor's folly, if he is that perfon 
who harbours lo bad an opinion of the iegiflaturc, 
to allow fuch proceedings, and, contrary to his 
own reafon and judgment, pays a duty which he 
cannot find expreffed in the aft, and believes no ad 
of the legiriature requires, or will juftify. 

Knowing on what conftitudonal principles I aft, 
and having experienced the injuries in my pro- 
perty, which fails far ftiort of what others witneffed 
by thefe over-zealous proceedings, (hall we not in 
decent terms complain ? Let the Commiffioners 
fay, whether they ever knew fuch extenfive pow- 
ers or conftrudions granted by parliament to any 



[ 4a ] 

perfon in the land ; and if their own property wa* 
invaded by fuch arguments as imagination might 
fuggeft, to wrench an ad of parliament for fo mor- 
tifying a circumftance, as to demand your hat to- 
day, to-morrow your Ihoes, the next day your coat, 
and, like Virgil's harpies, as Wharton tranflates: 

** With loathfome claws they fnatch the food away, 
*' Scream o'er our heads, and poifon all the prey." 

Would not each of you declaim againft fuch an 
act of parliament in pathetic founds, more moving 
than either a PFells,* a Siddons^ or a Crawford, were 
able to exprefs in their tragic fcene of woe. And 
is not this a juft reprefentation of the bookfellers 
mutilated ftate; their neighbours vend ninety me- 
dicinal articles free of duty out of a hundred, 
which not only deprive them of felling thofe fpe- 
cies of medicine as ufual to their friends, but leaves 
a canker-worm in their breaff, when refledion 
places their fituation in a comparitive view. 

Let thefe gentlemen, and their fuperiors in pow- 
er, view what oppolition has been made to the Re- 
ceipt Tax, and now again a petition from the City 
of London is to be prefented to the Legiflature 
for an abolition. Take heed, ye citizens, the mi- 
nifter does not refufe your petition, repeal the pre- 
fent two-penny ad, and make a new one of three- 
pence. This prefent receipt tax is not a thou- 
fandth part fo inimical to the welfare of the inha- 
bitants, or fo partial or fo opprefTive as the medi- 
cine ad •, which almoft demands a tax from arti- 
cles, at certain times, as important as the bread 

you 

* Mrs. Wells played Ifabella for her benefit at DruryLane; 
her playing is in a ftile between Mrs. Crawford and Mrs. 
Siddons^ pertaining of the manners of both ; her perfon is 
pleafing, her voice is harmonious, but not fo finely deep toned 
as Mrs. Crawford's. She is allowed in general to come fhort 
of Mrs. Siddons's ading, but in fonfe paflage: excels her. 
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you eat, whilft any perfon in an ague tnuft pay the 
duty, if he wilhes to have the remedy^ even under 
the king's patent; and who cares for a few in- 
dividuals ? But are you not concerned for a king's 
honour, the dignity of the nation ? Look at this 
pidure, which calls for the fting of a fcorpion to 
penetrate the inventor's breaft, who firft drew the 
defign — a lamb in clofe compaft Vv'ith a toad, link- 
ed by folemn league to promote each other's inter- 
eft i here is feen juftice railing againft proftitution, 
yet joining hands to fhare its wages. Here, dread- 
full find a fofter term if you like, it is the truths 
behold honour is forced from the throne of ma- 
jefty to embrace the eflence of fuppofed vilenefs; 
or, as the poet expreffes, " a god kiffing carrion.** 
Quacks, thus corporated, need no more the art of 
gilding their naufeous wares ; no, a mantle is wove 
at the king's houfe, and the toad is divefted of itiJ 
deformity by the fleece of the lamb ; fay, will fuch 
a reprefentation be an ornament to any country^ 
becaufe the profpeftive glafs by which it is viewed 
is mounted with gold. — One fefTions has pafled 
over, and the expeded relief has not been heard 
of-, and fo may the prefent feflions, if juftice did 
not demand their timely confideration. 

The receipt tax is grounded on neceflity, indif- 
criminately laid on all, and he that pays moft mo- 
ney is the heft off. A confideration is held forth 
in the exemption of fmall fums under forty (hil- 
lings-, but in the medicine aft, 3d. is required of 
6d. or 3d. out of 3d. only^ if a medicine was fold 
for that low fum. The receipt aft is fairly drawn^ 
and clearly underftood what it doth exa(5ti but I 
challenge any of the Judges or able Counfellors 
of the Law to prove the equity, the ncceflity, or the 
perfpicuity of the medicine a6l, as it is enforced at 
prefent on a few inoividuals. In the receipt tax, 
modes have been thought of to evade the tax. In 
this tradt I am no advocate for evafion : No, a 
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Hng; and if any perfon has paid the tax through fear 
or threats, which the a£t does not juftify, then 
fuch Aim or fums of money has been extorted from 
the public by fpecious pretences, and, if poflible, 
Ihould be returned. 

If the neceffities of the ftate require additional 
taxes, humanity, and the honour of the nation, will 
plead for medicine to go free on account of it's uti- 
lity, and the diftreffed fituation of thofe who pay 
it ; fecondly, by reafon of the heavy taxes paid 
through the different ftages it paffes ; * thirdly, be- 
cauie other taxes may be produced in lieu, lefs 
burdenfome to the fubjed, equal in refpedt to mag- 
nitude, and gathered with leis expence and trouble. 
Two fuch impofts I could name ; but let it not be 
underftood I mean to throw a weight on another's 
Ihoulder, to eafe my own, without bearing an equal 
lhare in it's confequences. 

For the juftnefs of my obfervations, and in vin- 
dication of the injuries experienced by a fet of re- 
fpedtable and loyal men, well wifhers and fupporters 
of government, and for the hopes fpeedy relief may 
be obtained for thofe whofe misfortune it is to la- 
bour under ficknefs — I leave the medicine acl at 
the foot of the throne, and appeal with all due 
deference and refpecftful fubmiffion to his moft gra- 
cious Majefty, and to both Houfes of Parliament, 

* It is no uncommon circumftance for a proprietor of me- 
dicine, asmyfelf, to pay 5 or 600/. per annum for advertifing; 
a ftranger will ftart at the idea — ftop a moment — in Great Bri- 
tain there are about 90 different news-papers ; now, fuppofing 
a fmad pamphlet is only advertifed twice in each news-paper, 
this pamphlet pays, king's duty, half a crown on each adver- 
tifement, comes to 22/. 10 j. By the fame rule, in 600/. paid 
in a year for advertifements, at leall 200/. of it goes to the 
king. Alfo when an additional tax was laid on glafs, the 
price of bottles was raifed in proportion from 15 j, a grofs to 
il. 4 J. — A queftion might be fuggefted, How came the prin- 
ters in the country to be the general venders of medicines, in 
preference to the druggifts, &c. ? Becaufe, in conveying tlieir 
news-papers to the purchafers, they have an opportunity of 

^ Li o» famff timf>. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

On the EFFECf of ADVERTISED 
MEDICINES, 

BEFORE any perfon embarks his name in the 
news -paper, as a difcoverer of a falutary im- 
provement in the prefervative or embelliihing arti- 
cles, cenfure feems to be a conditional tax, how- 
ever ill founded, he muft fubmit to •, whatever be 
his real principles it matters not a jot, he advertifes, 
that is fufEcient ; and the gentleman who plays ac 
cards for much money, however fcrupuloufty fair, 
may as well hope to efcape calumny, as him that ad- 
vertifes a medicine and yet, 1 affert, in this bewitch- 
ing amufement of gaming, there is more honour 
and juftice to be met with than in other walks of 
life, where perfons, under the maik of fair deal- 
ing, commit many {hameful depredations unno- 
ticed by the unibrpcding traveller 5 therefore, 
"whilft general prejudiced clamor reigns, no regular 
debate can take place, permit us to lay before you 
our fentiments printed on paper, that when palTion 
fubfides Charity may be introduced, who hopes 
that few perfons, for the fake of a little lucre, 
would lacrifice their good name, by indifcriminate- 
ly preparing or vending medicines if they imagined 
they were of a pernicious nature, deftruftive to 
the welfare of focicty : nor do I entertain a doubt, 
that whenever either party, whether the preparer 
or the vendor of the medicine, is called on to give 
evidence relative to their effedts on the human body, 
(\ibft^ntial evidence will be produced fufficient to 

Q 2 expunge 
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expunge any malicious afperfions Rumour lays to 
their charge. As an encouragement to others in 
the medical line, let a medicine which in a parti- 
cular manner I am conneifled with, be our prefent 
conlideration. 'When fads are ftated, the pubUc 
will difcriminate. For this purpofe, feveral attef- 
tarions of cures performed by my medicine are re- 
printed, with their feveral dates and names of re- 
fpe^lable perfonages annexed, as they appeared in 
jChe difFc^rent news-papers throughout Great Britain, 
at a period of time when opportunity afforded the 
inquifitive agent, whether from curiofuy or necef- 
fity, to infpe6t minutely into the report of cure^ 
fo very extraordinary and almofl paft belief. Ir^ 
whatever light the defcriptions of thefe cafes may 
appear to the reflecting mind, they are the juft de- 
lineations of a grateful heart, confcious of emerge 
ing from diifeafe to health j and to doubt the vera- 
city of the cures, you impeach the refpedable wi'tr 
neffes who have fubfcribed their names in tefti- 
mony of the truth. 

Greater cvires in this confined medical line of 
profefTipn as I am fituated, no perfon 1 either know 
or heard of, ever produced to the infpecflion of 
public fcrutiny fo minutely attefled. Thefe, and 
many more, haye been performed by the admin;- 
firation of my Antifcorbutic Drops, in the difor- 
dcrs denominated Scurvy, Leprofy, Gout, Rheu- 
matifm, Chilcjrens Eruptions, Nervous ComplaintSi 
5?:c. 

Thus encouraged, is there not reafon to con- 
clude, a Specific is brought to light to mitigate 
thofe evils ; But in all rrjy advertifements, have I 
declared my medicine was an infallible one ; or, in 
other words, cure every afilided one. The page in 
my Treatife on the Scurvy and Gout would retort 
feverely on m.e wherein I own,! experience the mor- 
tification 
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tification of not fucceeding agreeable to the wi(h hu- 
manity diftates, or the neceflities of my patients re-" 
quire. Truth, folemn truth, infcribes, fuch are the' 
combined extenfive powers of thefe diforders, con-' 
centered in terms of Scurvy, Leprofy, Evil, appear-, 
ing in fo horrid a form that facinates the beholder: 
Imagination may conceive, but cannot exprefs by 
words, the melancholy dreadful fituation of thofc 
diftempered beings, who harbour difeafes conti- 
nually preying on the vitals of life, rendering the 
poor remains of human form a living tenement, 
the fepulchre of ftench and rottennefs-, whofe" 
ftrengch is fo exhaufted that they fcarce have power 
left to knock at a door whereon a friendly invita- 
tion i^ engraved,* which bids them hope. 

Dare 

♦i^r. SPfLSBURTs Difpenfary, infiituted 17 j^, for the poor 
afiiiied -jjith the Scur^vy, ^c, 
Akhough the exaft form was publiflied a few years ago, 
with copies of the tickets worked off from copper-plates, and 
copies of the forms from the printed regifter books, and of 
the certificates, there are many perfons who now may wilh to 
know the particulars of the plan; which we will defcribe. A 
perfon who pleads circumftances, as a large family, &c. or be- 
ing only a fervant, is informed, he may receive the indul- 
gence, paying only one Ihilling a bottle inftead of four Ihil- 
lings, the prefent price of a fmall bottle of the Drops, which 
generally ferves a week in the adminillration. If he objeas to 
this, as being too much, he is told to get a certificate, either 
figned by the churchwarden, miniftei, or two houfekeepers» 
recommending him ; he is then admitted, paying one drilling, 
for fix weeks : after that time, fhould he find it neceffary for a 
continuance, he pays one /hilling a month. There are many 
objefts who are admitted gratis. — No fubfcription has ever, 
been alked, to affift in the relief of thofe unhappy objefts. 
The number benefited to the prefent time, are 7027. The 
bottles, &c. have been included in the above expence. — 
From the defire of doing the poor a real fervice, they are 
^i^patched in a quarter of an hour; a circumftance great- 
ly in their favour, as they are often kept at hofpitals and 
pther difpenfaries, for feveral hours, which is often the oc- 

cafioa' 



[ 48 ] 

Dare any perfon, thus fituated, trifle with his 
fellow creatures, and fport with the infirmities of 
human nature, who is daily awed by them ? If 
it is done ; fay, would you, or you, bear wit- 
ncfs to fuch tranfaclion ? Nor has envy or malice 
challenged a mifreprefentation of my cures, but 
urge the well known hacknied plea of making ufe 
of antimony and merciary, in the preparation of 
the drops, which may hurt the conftitution, and 
endanger the life of the patient. This is a won- 
derful difcovery, that excefs in certain ingredients, 
■whether adminiftered as medicinal or dietical, are 
pernicious. 

So far from being alhamed of the charge of 
encompafling the powers of thefe minerals, it is 
my pride to acknowledge it in my Treatife on the 
Scurvy, and in my folio bill it is hinted; and 
could I make a further progrefs in the cure of 
thofe ills we are treating of, by a fafe preparation 
of arfenic, hemlock, or any other poifonous in- 
gredients, could be fought and feleded, either 
from within the bowels of the earth, or on the 
furface, I would chearfully embrace their friendly 
principles, as charms to drive away thofe brood- 
ing ills which harrafs mankind. 

Talk 

cafion of the lofs of a day's work. — We will beg leave to 
add, although the number has been fomctimes greater than 
we could conveniently difpenfe with, yet we cannot charge 
ourfelves with refufing any fingle perfon the defired relief, if 
they came in the morning of the day which is the time of ad- 
miffion. Add to this, applications from refpediable perfons in 
the country have always been attended to, which form an ad- 
ditional number of patients. What further benefit might ac- 
crue from a general fubfcription, to enable the proprietor the 
better to difcharge his truft on a more extenlive fcale, and to 
enforce other experiments which the revolving mind fuggefts, 
is left to the public confideration to determine. It is a cir- 
cumllance, however necelTary, we are not anxious to folicit. — r 
If thefe affertions have been fallifyed, you that have experi- 
enced this treatment proclaim it abroad. 
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Talk of the fear of death to thofe who bloom 
in health. Here the afflided have nothing left to 
dread, fcarce that pretty flatterer, even Hope, 
can be prevailed to accompany them any longer, 
when fuch is their fituation obliged to refign the 
fweets of fociety, and become voluntary exiles, 
a prey to miiery and grief. 

To anfwer the infmuation of defigning perfons, | 
who on fuch mafked ftilts would recommend 
themfelves to public notice, let them remember, 
in my profeffional line, every patieat who may be 
diffatisfied, need not be afhamed to complain. 
The cafe is not fo in complaints where certain re- 
medies are held forth, there, let the patient ex- 
perience any mortification or difappointment"-^ 
modefty and difcretion proclaim filence. 

But, once more— Should any perfon be fo hap- 
py to encompafs the defired end of fubduing thefe 
hydra monfters, as Scurvy, Leprofy, Evil, whofc 
power branches out in feveral named diftrifts, yet 
one virulent power afts and feeds the reft. I fay, 
fhould any one be enabled to find an antidote in 
the more fafer walk of medicine, whether amidfl 
the roots, or herbs, or barks, I honour him i 
care not who is the inventor, it is a bleffing pro- 
dudive of fo much happinefs to all around, that 
not to wifh it, even at the facrifice of my own 
medicine, 1 muft be infenfible to the feelings of 
human nature. 

If, upon an exaft fcrutiny relative to my cures, 
as ftated in the fcroll, it (hall be found truth is on 
my fide ; fay, fhall fuch a medicine wear the hereti- 
cal crofs,* merely becaufe its peregrination to the 

afflided 

* In a catholic country when the prieft enters the chamber, 
he holds up a crofs or crucifix to the fick perfon as a favourable 
omen, who may, by faijh, as on Jacob's ladder, mount his 

thoughts 
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afflidted in fome remote part of the kingdom, ic 
Ihould pafs through a bookfeller's hand, when it 

is 

thoughts from earth to heaven, from anxiety to the hope of 
felicity; as this is not thecrofs the commiffioners have adopted, 
and theirs is of fo different a complexion and intention, the 
word heretical is added to diftinguifh them in the reader's idea, 
and 1 thought it a better expreflion than jefuitical. For what- 
ever high opinion the world has formed of the ingenuity and 
powers of a quack, they are here eclipfed in their utmoft ilretch 
of invention by the commiffioners. It has been, in all ages, a 
defideratum to difcover a medicine for the mind, but not one of 
the levellers, in all their pop-gun advertifements, ever aflerted 
they had difcovered a fentimental medicine, endowed with 
powers to operate on the mind — Here it is in the lhape of a 
ted crofs, equally pointed Eaft, Weft, North, and South ; 
when the lick views the medicine in this folemn array. Thought 
retrogrades ; for inftance, a young perfon before he breaks the 
feal, the crofs arrefts his attention, and brings before his ima- 
gination the caufe of his illnefs, and what further penalty he is 
likely to undergo ; here is much profitable difcourfe in a filent 
figurative piece of paper. Take phyfic pomp — -here it is, 
this trifling crofs, this little fymbol of adverfe purpofes, fhall 
read a ledlure fuitable to any age or ftation in life ; and when 
the mind is feaforied with wholefome refleftion, pafs into the 
inner court, and there is fomething for the body; happy 
thought ! Thus here is phyfic for tlie mind, and medicine for 
the body, united in one packet at a trifling advance. Ingenuity 
was never ftretched to a more happy efFeft than when it con- 
trived a medicine on fo extenflve a fcale ; this, in after ages, 
will be mentioned by the philofophers of the age ; this con- 
junftion of powers, and the Georgeanian Star, were both dif- 
covered about the fame time.— —When the medicine adl pa^^edi^ 
it was a natural confequence to wilh fomething emblematical 
might be defigned for the ilamp, to commemorate fo extraor- 
dinary a linion as the intereft of government and quacks con- 
folidated: in one. Several deligns were thought of and pro- 
pofed, no doubt ; we will indulge the fuppofition, that there 
was no precedent in the cafe, this was to ftamp medicine;— 
now, in my mind, I Ihould have hinted the ferpent, from the 
Mofaic hillory, on which whoever looked that were ill were 
inftantly cured ; a very proper device, but unfortunately the 
idea conveyed a poifonous intent, and quack medicines are no- 
torious and remarkable for dealing in viparious ingredients, and 
this would hinder the fale of ftamps and medicines. It^ was 

hinted 
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is free in the proprietor's hand, and free in other 
chemifts and druggifts, whilft in their charge ? 

I fcruple 

hinted again, it might be conftrued the defign was taken from 
the Cavendilh family, who introduced the bill, and whofe crell 
is a wreathed viper or fnake, and it was never fuppofed they 
belonged, or wilhed to be united, to the family of Quacks ; 
who were like fo many ignis fatuus, here, there, no- where 
to be found, and like glow-worms in the dark, made a 
dazzling appearance ; fearch for them by day, not one to be 
found, confequently this devife would not do. And although 
it might be faid the aft was founded fomethingon the fuppofed 
Jewifli corrupted principles, yet Mofes, their great law giver, 
inculcated humanity in every precept he diftated ; and there- 
fore, as we failed in getting a Jewilh fymbol, why, as it was 
a Chriftian aft, and the misfortunes of the country were found- 
ed on crolTes, this gave hint for a crofs, and crofs proceedings, 
throughout the whole, have juftifyed that the ftamp fliould be 
an forni of a >Ji ; and when I confider the advantages of 
taking in goverment, or the commilfionersj as partners in the 
profit of quack medicines, who now fay quack on, fo we have 
a moiety of the profit, lam more reconciled to the mode; 
becaufe, if any medicine, or as tlie commiflioner's agent dubs 
them quack medicines, is alledged to do harm, the quacks 
will always have a fubterfuge, as proving the commilfioners 
medicine, the red crofs, was firft adminiftered, and that created 
certain perturbations in the mind of the patient, fo that the 
bodily medicine had not fair play ; ergo, they are not in fault, 
and therefore ftamp on; for though powder of poft is packed 
up now, it will always have a good appearaiice, and the quacks 
may hope, if the aft fhould be taken up again and figned by 
his majefty ; why, in that cafe, fnould he deign to come among 
this royalized fociety of quacks, his majefty will find thefe 
fairy beings Ibciable and loyal ones, fomething like the Lord 
Mayor in Charles the Second's time, as the Speftator relates, 
when the King going to depart, the Lord Mayor fwore he 
Ihould have the other bottle ; the King, ever a lover of fociety 
and wit, when diverted of perfonality, very obligingly tqrned 
back. Therefore, as all decrees ftiould run in the ufual form, 
as the ftory goes of Xord Chefterfield and the late King, who | 
was defirous of putting fome perfon in a good place, but was i 
oppofed by his minittry, the King, on being afked the fecond | 
time whom they ihould fet down, replied haftilyi the devil if | 
you will ; on which Lord Chefterfield dcfired to know of his 
Majefty if the writ ftiould run in the ufual terms, Heatly be* 

H loved\ 
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I fcruple not lo declare I am not for having fuch 
diftinguifhmcnts made, between a medicine wrap- 
ped in the difpenfatory fold, and that one dirco- 
vcred by accident, or through difficult refearches, 
any more than a friendly plant, difcovered in the 
field, fhould be defpifed becaufc none of the fame 
fpecies has been ever known tranfplanted into a 
garden. 

Phyfic, whether pradiced on the regular or ir- 
regular fcale, has its advantages and inconveni- 
encics attending the profeiTors and their medicines, 
which has remained at variance ever fince gold was 
held up as a reward to him who was the moft di- 
ligent in his fphere, and is likely to continue fo.— . 
We may as well fuppofe the church of Eng- 
land and of Rome would each embrace and re- 
fign their tenets to each other, than draw any 
other conclufion. Each of their votaries conceive 
theirs is beft, and defpife the other*, each have 
ready fubftantial arguments for fupport of their 
religion ; each are allowed to be good by the un- 
biaffed perfon, and it is proper each party fhould 
remain unmolefted, unlefs good proof is brought 
fuch limitations are hurtful to the community. 

lofved coufin ? — So now I prefume I may put a queftlon to the 
commiffioners, as our brotherly connexion feems to be woved 
by the cord of intereft, whether there may not be a danger of 
lofmg fome of our patients, by their undergoing a mental and 
corporeal cafligation at the fame time ? and therefore on the red 
llamp it would be prudent to give this line of advice: — 
N. B. If the patient feems to be too much alarmed at the fight of 
the red crofs, let him pojlpone the taking of the bodily medicine 
for fix hours f or till nature recovers. 
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COPIES of ADVERTISEMENTS as appeared 
in the feveral LONDON NEWS-PAPERS. 

From the EngHJh Chronicle, Jug. 21, 1783; 

^ general Jn/hver to Country CorrefpondentSy Venders ^ l^c, 
relati've to the Medicine A£l, by their humble Servanty 

Soho Square, London, SPILSBURY 
Aug. 20, 1783. 

Gentlemen, 

IN London we have no other guide to go by than the A£k 
of Parliament, which by Teading the fecond page, ybu will 
find it thus: — All apothecaries, droggifts, regularly bred, or 
venders of medicines, &c. who for the fpace of three years 
have kept a Ihop, and in that time have not fold a patent me- 
dicine (of which there are about four or five not expired) are 
CKCufed the licence, confequently the ftamps ; therefore the 
proprietors of medicines in London take out no licence nor 
ftamps on their own account, unlefs they have been concerned 
in vending of a patent medicine. The like indulgence is grant- 
ed by the aft to country apothecaries, chemifts, and other 
venders of medicines, who have kept a fhop for felling medi- 
cines and drugs only, not being patent medicines. Therefore 
all printers and bookfellers who have aded agreeable to the 
aft of parliament, and have not fold a patent medicine, are 
excufed the licence and ftamps, otherwife to what purport 
would you, as fome juftly obferve, take out a licence, and get 
ftamps, when your next door neighbour ftands excufed, and 
can fell thefe medicines, not being patent ones, without the 
additional duty, as there are a few perfons who come under 
the aft, and muft have a licence, confequently ftamps. The 
proprietors of medicines in general feel for their fituation, and 
the dillrefs of patients, therefore intend to lower a half crown 
medicine to them a penny, which then only requires a three- 
penny ftamp inftead of a fix-penny one. Relative to my me- 
dicine I have fo ordered a bottle, that thofe perfons who are 
obliged to fell with a fix-penny ftamp, the confunjer lhall not 
be lofer, he having a proportionate quantity for 5s. as him 
who pays only 4s. a bottle. As to our procuring a licence 
for country venders, we are informed you muft apply to the 
pfficer in your refpedive county, appointed bv the commif. 

Ji * iioners 
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fioners, who will alfo furnifli you with ftamps ; if you are f^j 
£tuated as to have fold a patent medicine, or not kept a ihop 
three years. 

I wifh perfons in the medical line, and others, would read 
the printed adl, and not go by general report, the caufe of all 
tiie confuiion, trouble, expence, and delay of bufinefs. 



From the Morning Poft, Aug. 27, 1783. 

^0 Apothecaries y Venders of Medicines., l^c. i^c. 
Gentlemen, 

RELATIVE to your enquiries whether you are obliged, hy 
the Medicine A£l, to take out a licenfe, and fell no medicines 
tut with a ftamp, it depends on your anfwer to this queftion, 
viz. Have you fold a patent medicine, (of which there are 
about four unexpired) if fo, then the aft informs you, yoa 
Ojuft have a licence, even if you are regular bred to phyfic, 
and then cannot fell a dofe of falts. Sec. without a ftamp, or 
incnrring a penalty. Again, perfons, bookfellers, perfumer?, 
4jc. who have k«pt a Ihop, and fold medicines only, not pa- 
tent ones, for three years paft, they are entitled, by the a£l to 
vend quack medicines, and all others, (patent ones excepted) 
without licence or ftamps; fo that herein London fome will 
continue as ufual to fell without a licence, &c. whilft others, be- 
ing conneded with patent ones, muft have a licence. — The 
fame in the country; fo that one fhop may take out ftamps, 
whilft his next door neighbour runs away with all the bufinefs, 
in ufing no ftamps, owing to the firft having accidentally fal^ 
a patent medicine. I agree with you it is opprefiive, and with' 
you will join in opinion Government never meant fo partial, 
or rather an ex poji fado ad. You will read the aft, page 2d,' 
and not go by general report, and then judge, and let the dif- 
ferent proprietors of medicine know of your fituation, and 
they will pack up your orders accordingly, with or without 
ihamps. 

I am. Gentlemen, 

Your moft obedient fcrvant, 

F. Si'JLSBURY, Chemift. 

Soho Square, London, 
Aug. 31, 1783. 

From 
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From the Gazetteer y Aug. 25, 1783; 

To Venders of Medicine, uoho are concerned in the Medicint ASt^ 
<whicb commences Sept. 2» 1783. 

Gentlemen, ^ Aug. 22, 1783. 

WHEN you fend your orders for medicines to the different 
proprietors in London, pleafe to mention whether the packets, 
'&c. are to have ftamps, or be without; for we cannot tell who 
are excufed the licence, &c. Alfo obferve on reading the a£t, 
you will find it more favourable to many bookfellers, per- j 
lUiners, &c. than general report has allowed. For all venders i 
of medicines only, not being patent ones, and who have fold ' 
drugs or medicines for three years, are excufed by the a£l ; fo 
that Daffy's Elixir, Scots Pills, Turlington's Balfam, God- 
frey's Cordial, &c. &c. are exempt, if the proprietors or 
venders of thefe articles have not fold a patent medicine. 

Again. A patent medicine, of which there may be four ot \ 
five now in force, even an apothecary (or furgeon regularly 
bred, unlefs belonging to the army or navy) muft not fell it 
without a licence and ftamp ; but they may fell all other 
lioftrums^ &c. as ufual. Perfons not regularly bred to phyfic, 
and have not kept a fhop for three years as a vender of medi- 
cines, they muft take out a licence, and have ftamps. For 
thofe perfons who come under the aft, and muft have ftamps, 
I have provided a bottle on purpofe, for my Antifcorbutic 
Drops, in proportion tp the 4s. one, which will be fold with- 
out a ftamp, as ufual. 

Soho Scjuare, London. F. SPILSBURy,| 



From the Morning Chronicle^ Sept. 

MEDICINE ACT. 

To Apothecaries i Chemijist and other Venders of Medicine* 
Gentlemen, 

TO-MORROW, Sept. 2, 1783, the Medicine Aft com" 
menc^s, an aft which ha^ engrolTed the attention of the publii 

t 
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to decide the lawful meaning of the legiflature. Eminent 
Counfel have been confulted on the occalioa. They difagree- 
ing, application to the Attorney General became abfolutely 
jicceffary, to clear up certain points relative to the wording of 
the aft, which comprehends all apothecaries, wholefale drug- 
gifts, &c. in town and country, who have dealt in patent me- 
dicines, to take out a licence, and then they cannot fend out 
any medicinal drug or mixture without a ftamp. The Attor- 
ney's anfwcr is waited for with great anxiety in London, which 
may in fome meafure alleviate their fears of a general flop to 
trade. As for my opinion iu this intricate bufinefs, it is but 
an opinion ; and fach a one as 1 tio not wifti any perfon to rely 
on; but confult the aft, which is pfctuUar, and pointed againft 
patent medicines only. 

AH noftrums, noi being patent ones, are denominated by 
the aft as drugs or medicines only, and the apothecary, &c. 
may continue to fell them without licence or ftattvp — fo may 
other perfons ; but as the aft admits of various readings, and 
as feveral bookfellers and perfumers obferve, the licance is 
not worth contending for, the duty does not fall on us, there- 
fore we comply rather than be threatened with law fuits ; but 
our other objeftion is peculiarly hard: — Suppofe we take out 
a licence, and have ftamps; oar next door neighbour may fell 
all his chief articles in the medicinal line without ftamps, pa- 
tent medicines excepted, who then will buy of us? Again, 
the proprietors in London of medicine arc by the aft in gene- 
ral excepted, unlefs the patent ones, and have no ftamps. 
Why are the country people fo hard borne on by an aft of par- 
jliament, and no remedy pointed out ? Gentlemen read the 
aft paftTed, and judge every one, if there be not occafion for 
remarks, and for a public explanation by authority. 
1 Your's, Sec. 

Soho Square, London, F. SPILSBURY, Chemift. 

Sept, I, 1783. 



From the Morning Pqft, Sept. 1783. 

MEDICINE ACT. 

To Apothecaries, Druggijisy and Venders of Medicine. 
Gentlemen, 

YESTERDAY, Sept. 2, 1783, the Medicine Aft took 
ace. — Although the words of the aft leave a doubt on thg 
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mind of many individuals, whether bookfellers, perfumers, 
&c. felling medicines only, not being patent ones, are ex- 
empt from the licence and llamps. From a collcftive corref- 
pondence on this matter, it feems to be the general fcnfe of 
the bookfellers and perfumers in town and country to take out 
a licence, and for the following rcafons ;•— The fine is fmall, 
a law-fuit is neither pleafant or profitable, the additional duty 
on medicine, heavy as it is, is torn from diftrefled objcfts, 
and does not fall on them, but the unhappy confumer. For 
other partial hardfliips they fufFer at prefent by the a6l, they 
do not doubt, but legiflature will be better informed, and 
confider how far medicines, which now pay 40 per cent, to 
government, will bear this extra impoft, and reftify accord* 
ingly. Relative to the opinion of the Attorney General, con- 
cerning the moft interefting part of the aft, on which eminent 
counfel of the law are divided, the faculty may expeft to be 
acquainted with in a little time, as a perfon fet off exprefs to 
confult the Attorney General on Wednefday laft. The point 
under conflderation is, whether the faculty in general, who 
have vended patent medicines, are obliged to take out a li- 
cence agreeable to the exprelfion of the aft, and then they 
muft not fell any drug or medicine without a ftamp. Thofe 
perfons who may labour under any doubt from reading the 
aft, whether they are the objefts of this Medicine Aft, they 
had better fufpend the licence, and the fale of medicines a 
few days, than run any rifk of the law. When at leifure I 
propofe drawing up my reafons for difference of opinion, with 
remarks on the aft, for the confideration of the public. 
Soho Square. F. SPILSBURY, Chemift. 



ERRATA. 

Page 21, line i6, for law, read clew: 

Page 27, lines ig, 20, 21, r^<7</ to center in onefetof 
praditioners, exclufive to the reft of mankind, or leave 
it like the book of nature, 

Page 30, laft line, diU but you are exempt from the 
tax. 
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